Newsletter of the North American Levinas Society 3.3 (10 August 2008)  

Greetings,

  As the 2008 Summer Olympics take place in Beijing, China, we are looking forward to our own third international meeting of the North American Levinas Society in Seattle, WA (apologies, but we don't have a big enough budget to hand out gold medals for outstanding performances). NALS 2008 at Seattle University is quickly approaching, and we would like to share and reiterate some important pieces of news and information with you today. 

 1. CONFERENCE (PRE-)REGISTRATION 

As announced in an earlier Newsletter, we would like to have *all* conference attendees (presenters and non-presenters) pre-register for the conference on or before August 15, 2008. After August 15, on-site conference fees will increase.  Here is the website where  one can pre-register for the conference: http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=633989.  

2. SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

We are strongly encouraging all conference attendees to become dues-paying members of the North American Levinas Society.  Help us build a capable society by visiting the website and joining: http://www.levinas-society.org/join  

3. CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

 As you can see below, we will have a very large conference (the most scheduled presenters yet!), with many wonderful and diverse presentations. To ensure fairness and that everyone's voice is heard, we ask that you keep your presentation paper reading time to 20 minutes, which is in the area of 8-10 pages (double-spaced). You will notice that many of the sessions will be 1.5 hours long, and these will have three presenters, and some of the conference sessions will be 1 hour long, and will have two speakers.  

4. SESSION MODERATORS

 We are extremely grateful to the members of  Seattle University and nearby institutions for volunteering their time to serve as session moderators. If you have never moderated a conference session before, the task is not too difficult. All you need to do is (1) introduce the speakers to the audience; (2) keep a diligent watch on the time for each speaker and the session parameters in general, indicating to the speakers how much time is left; and (3) facilitate the Q&A session with the speakers and audience members (As folks who have session moderator experience can attest, task #2 is the most important of the three.).   We are still looking for two more session moderators (Sessions #31 and #34). If you have interest in moderating one of the available sessions (see below), please let us know with a response note, and we will select the first two to respond. We are grateful to our prospective volunteers for this.

  5. CONFERENCE SCHEDULE  

Seen below is the penultimate draft of the NALS 2008 conference program. We worked very hard to accommodate special requests, but regret to inform you that, extreme situations notwithstanding, we are unable to accommodate any more special requests for scheduling this late in the game. This will undoubtedly be an action-packed three days of conversations regarding "Levinas and the Sacred."   You may notice in the conference schedule a few common themes amongst the panel-construction and distribution. For example, if you are a student or scholar of Continental European philosophy (and Levinas's place in that history of ideas), there are three conference sessions on that direct topic. Four sessions are planned on the theme "Levinas and the Literary," and of course we are excited to incorporate the famous "Psychology for the Other" conference within the NALS schedule.  If there are any *last-minute* changes to be made (e.g. spelling errors in your name or affiliation, name of institution, title of conference paper,  etc.), please let us know, and we will see to it that these editions get made before the final version of the conference schedule goes to the printers. 

  6. GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING 

 All conference attendees are invited and encouraged to attend the General Business Meeting on Monday afternoon. Many important decisions need to be made, and all dues-paying Society members are able to vote on these matters. 

  7. PEDAGOGY SYMPOSIUM 

Sunday night, we are proud to feature a special session for the first time in NALS history. Michael B. Smith, translator of Levinas's _In the Time of the Nations_, will lead us through a reading and discussion of "From Ethics to Exegesis," one of the chapters from that book. Additionally, Continuum Publishing and the Purdue Levinas Reading Group will sponsor a wine and cheese party before (and probably during) this event, thus making it a Symposium in the Socratic sense of the term. Please plan to attend this special part of the  NALS 2008 conference, and if you happen to have a copy of this book or essay, feel free to bring it along so we can read and discuss together. (Given copyright and distribution laws and the like, we may or may not be able to provide an electronic copy of this text before the conference convenes in Seattle. We're working on that matter now.)

  8. BOOK EXHIBIT  

We are proud to continue the NALS tradition of inviting book publishers to send out display copies, order forms, and catalogs for texts relevant to Levinas studies. If you have published a book on a relevant topic to NALS, and would like it displayed, you can either bring a copy or two, or contact your editor to see if they would be willing to send us a shipment (and donation/exhibit fee).   

We hope that your travel and accommodations plans are coming along well, and would like to avail ourselves to any last-minute question or concern that may arise for you.   If questions arise, please direct them  to <<secretary_at_levinas-society_dot_org>>, and we will do our best to address your concern.  Sincerely, Michael Paradiso-Michau NALS Executive Secretary  
